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Evolution of Influenza 1900–2010  
Timeline 
Reports of influenza-like illnesses date back centuries. The first recorded description of influenza that fits the definition of a worldwide 
epidemic was in 1580. Below is a timeline of significant influenza events and developments during the past 100 years.

1918—Spanish Influenza 
Pandemic
� 20-40 percent of the world’s 
population infected
� Estimated 21 million deaths1

1933—Influenza A 
virus isolated
� Causes mild to severe 
disease in animals and people 
of all ages  

1936—Influenza B 
virus isolated 
� Causes mild to severe 
disease in humans only

1936—Influenza virus 
grown in eggs 
� leads to study of virus 
characteristics and 
vaccine development

1942—Clinical trials show 
vaccine effectiveness  
� Flu vaccine introduced to 
protect soldiers fighting in WWII 

1945—Manufacturing 
of influenza vaccine for 
civilians begins 

1957 – Asian Influenza 
Pandemic
� Estimated 70,000 deaths 
in the U.S.2

1960 – First influenza 
immunization 
recommendation 
issued 
� U.S.. Surgeon General 
Leroy E. Burney stated that 
the high-risk groups should 
be routinely immunized

1968—Hong Kong 
Influenza Pandemic
� Estimated 34,000 deaths 
in the U.S. 
� This virus still reigns as 
the major flu virus in 
humans2

1976—Swine flu 
identified in 
soldiers in Fort 
Dix, N.J.  
� A pandemic is 
feared, but does not 
occur
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2000—Vaccination 
recommended  for 
healthy adults 50 
years and older

2003—Pediatric 
influenza death 
rates are reported 
by the CDC for the 
first time

2004—Vaccination 
recommended for 
children 6 months to 
2 years old

2006—Vaccination 
recommended for 
children 6 months 
to 5 years old
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2009—H1N1 Influenza 
“Swine Flu” Pandemic
� In one year, estimated 61 
million infections and 12,000 
deaths; 1,200 of those deaths 

were among children.  
� This strain is included in the 2010-2011 
seasonal vaccine3 

2010—Universal 
Vaccination 
Recommendation
� CDC recommends vaccine 
yearly for everyone 6 months 
of age and older

Photo: Doug Jordan

Photo: Cynthis Goldsmith

Photo: Laura R. Zambuto

Photo: C. Goldsmith/D. Rollins

Photo: James Gathany

Photo: Judy Schmidt

Photo: Judy Schmidt


